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of Cleburne County and served for 12 years. 
During this time, he participated in the Lions 
Club, Jaycees and Athletic Boosters Club and 
was president of each. He also assisted in the 
organization of the first youth baseball pro-
gram in Heflin, where he officiated and 
coached in the 1960s and 1970s and was the 
public address announcer for Little League 
Football and junior high football games. 

After completing two terms as Circuit Clerk, 
he was elected Probate Judge and Chairman 
of the Cleburne County Commission in 1976, 
a position he held for one six-year term. While 
serving as Probate Judge, he led the effort to 
purchase land and develop plans for the con-
struction of the State of Alabama Welcome 
Center and Rest Area on I–20. He had a vi-
sion for a county-wide water system to service 
all citizens of Cleburne County through the 
Dyne Creek Watershed project that was sup-
ported by Congressman Bill Nichols and Sen-
ator Howell Heflin that he was not able to 
complete before the end of this term. 

Mr. Merrill was an active participant in the 
Cleburne Baptist Association, and served as 
an officer and pastor of several churches. His 
pastorates included Happy Hill, Cedar Creek, 
Pinetucky (Interim), Chulafinnee and 
Edwardsville Baptist Churches. As a member 
of Heflin Baptist for over 50 years, Mr. Merrill 
served as a Deacon, Sunday School Super-
intendent, Sunday School Teacher, Church 
Training Director and Sanctuary Choir mem-
ber. 

Horace and Mary enjoyed 53 years of mar-
riage and were blessed with two children and 
four grandchildren: Alabama Secretary of 
State John Harold Merrill (Cindy) and Audrey 
Merrill Gillis (Stephen), Pelham Brooks Merrill, 
Alexandra Grace Merrill, Mary Kathryn Gillis 
and Sarah Sellers Gillis. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the life of Horace Merrill. He will be greatly 
missed. 
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MODIFICATIONS OF CREDIT FOR 
PRODUCTION FROM ADVANCED 
NUCLEAR POWER FACILITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 1551, which improves the 
Section 45(J) nuclear production tax credit 
(NPTC), as authorized by the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005. I am proud to be a cosponsor of 
this bipartisan legislation and thank Congress-
man RICE of South Carolina and Congress-
man BLUMENAUER of Oregon for their leader-
ship on this issue. 

The NPTC encourages the development of 
advanced nuclear power plants that make 
strides in safety and reliability but is limited to 
the first 6,000 megawatts of new generating 
capacity constructed by 2020. Since passage 
of the Act, more advanced reactors, including 
small modular reactors (SMRs), have moved 
steadily through the research and develop-
ment stage and could be ready for commercial 
deployment by the middle of the next decade. 

Once approved by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC), these technologies will 
provide reliable, carbon-free baseload elec-

tricity with safety features that nearly eliminate 
the possibility of a radiological release. The 
first SMRs in the United States will most likely 
be in the West. Arizona energy providers like 
the Salt River Project and Arizona Public 
Service are both evaluating the potential use 
of small modular reactors as they replace 
aging generation capacity. 

When the NPTC expires in 2020, it will likely 
do so without reaching the megawatt cap. 
H.R. 1551 makes the remaining credit avail-
able beyond 2020, providing a powerful incen-
tive for the next generation of advanced nu-
clear and SMR projects. I strongly support 
these efforts and encourage you to consider 
the positive impact these changes would have 
on incentivizing a new generation of safe, reli-
able, and carbon-free advanced nuclear 
power. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bipar-
tisan legislation and to move America toward 
energy independence. 
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HONORING L. J. ‘‘JAY’’ 
TEMPLETON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mr. L. J. ‘‘Jay’’ Templeton 
upon the occasion of his retirement as the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Boys and Girls Club of 
St. Helena and Calistoga. Mr. Templeton has 
dedicated his career to serving young people, 
and has had a tremendous impact on our 
community. 

A native of Washington State, Mr. 
Templeton graduated from Glacier High 
School and received his Bachelor of Arts in 
History from the University of Washington in 
1973. Mr. Templeton began working for the 
Boys and Girls Clubs in 1969. He has held 
nearly every position in the organization, from 
a rank-and-file program assistant to the high-
est leadership roles. He became Executive Di-
rector of the St. Helena and Calistoga Clubs 
in 2012. 

Mr. Templeton received the Masters and 
Mentors Award in 2013 based on his contribu-
tion to the Boys and Girls Clubs movement 
over a sustained period, successful mentoring 
of Academy members, and demonstrated ex-
cellence in the Boys & Girls Clubs profession. 

Mr. Templeton is retiring not only as the Ex-
ecutive Director of the St. Helena and 
Calistoga Clubs, but from a 47-year career 
with the Boys and Girls Clubs of America. He 
is a model professional and executive—always 
keeping his focus on planning, development, 
leadership, and programming. He has re-
ceived numerous awards and accolades over 
the course of his career. He has influenced 
the lives of thousands of children who have 
grown to become productive members of their 
own communities. 

Mr. Speaker, Jay Templeton has led a dedi-
cated and distinguished career with the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of America. I am proud to 
have such a man working and living in our 
community. It is therefore fitting and proper 
that we honor him here today. 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
DAVID E. WILMOT 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the service of Major General David E. Wilmot 
of the United States Army for his extraordinary 
dedication to duty and service to our Nation. 
General Wilmot distinguished himself through 
exceptionally meritorious service from October 
24th, 1985 to July 30th, 2017, while serving as 
an Assistant Surgeon General and National 
Guard Bureau Surgeon, Headquarters Depart-
ment of the Army. 

His lasting contributions include an exem-
plary career as a family practice physician, 
flight surgeon, commander, and deputy head-
quarters surgeon, in numerous assignments 
across the Active and National Guard compo-
nents of the U.S. Army. He quickly established 
himself as a unique combination of Soldier, 
leader, clinician, and key strategic thinker, cul-
minating in service as the Assistant Surgeon 
General/Deputy Chief of Staff, Quality and 
Safety for U.S. Army Medical Command/Office 
of the Surgeon General, a position he was 
hand selected for. 

His singular Warrior centered focus on re-
ducing harm and enhancing the quality care 
through compassion, excellence, transparency 
and accountability resulted in better and safer 
care for Military Health System beneficiaries 
across the globe. He performed with consum-
mate distinction in all of his assignments, the 
impact of which stems from his capacity as a 
proven senior healthcare executive, and dog-
ged champion for quality care and patient 
safety. The distinguished accomplishments of 
General Wilmot culminate a long and distin-
guished career in the service of his country 
and reflect great credit upon him, the Army 
Medical Department, the United States Army 
and the Department of Defense. 

General Wilmot is a native of Brownsburg, 
Indiana and married to Mrs. Lori Wilmot. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the 
selfless service of Major General David E. 
Wilmot as he and his family proceed to the 
next chapter in his remarkable career and 
continue to serve our great Nation. 
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HONORING MR. DAMIEN GREEN 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable young 
man, Mr. Damien Green of Clinton, Mis-
sissippi. 

Damien Green was born on October 15, 
1999 to Ms. Jessica Green. He’s currently a 
member of Jackson Revival Center Church, 
where he serves on the Media Team. He is a 
part-time employee at Metro 24 Bowling Cen-
ter and MS Braves. During his spare time, 
Damien enjoys bowling and traveling. 

Damien, a 2017 graduate of Clinton High 
School, was the Captain of the Bowling Team 
(Clinton Kingpins) and the Director of Football 
Operations of Clinton High School’s 2016 to 
2017 6A–State Championship. 
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With such honor, Damien has signed the 

first Bowling Scholarship ever given at Clinton 
High School (Clinton, MS). He will attend Blue 
Mountain College in Blue Mountain, MS, 
where he will major in Mathematics. 

Damien learned the sport from his grand-
father, Gregory Green. Greg, an accomplished 
bowler in his own right, is the Owner of Metro 
24 Bowling Center (formerly the Cotton Bowl 
Lanes) on Lynch Street. Damien has been 
bowling seriously since he was 10 years old 
and has been on the Clinton Bowling Team 
since the 7th grade. Damien’s bowling aver-
age is in the low 200, personal best is 277 
and a perfect score is 300. Damien is ranked 
the No. 2 bowler in the district and the No. 6 
bowler in the State of MS. With so many ac-
complishments over his years, he was award-
ed the Highest Average and Team Leader of 
Clinton High School’s Bowling Team. 

Damien’s bowling Coach, Charlie Melton 
said, ‘‘Damien has been making a name for 
himself for the past couple of years’’. Coach 
Melton went on to say that the scholarship is 
a ‘‘huge incentive’’ for other members of the 
bowling team as it will make them work harder 
to achieve the same accomplishment. Of the 
scholarship, Damien said ‘‘It gives me an op-
portunity to do something that I love, and I am 
going to take advantage of that opportunity. It 
shows that my hard work did not go to waste.’’ 

With a cheering and supportive family, 
school district and church family, Damien is 
excited about doing his best. He tells his mom 
constantly that ‘‘The best is yet to come,’’ and 
she is definitely his number one fan. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Damien Green for all of his 
hard work, leadership, accomplishments and 
becoming a part of history, here in the Second 
Congressional District of Mississippi. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF MR. JEFFERY M. 
SANDERS, A RESIDENT AND 
FIREFIGHTER IN MAYVIEW, MO 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true and selfless public servant whose 
life was tragically taken before his time. Mr. 
Jeffery Sanders, a lifelong Mayview, Missouri 
resident and Mayview firefighter was killed in 
the line of duty on Monday, June 19, 2017, 
following an on scene accident while wrapping 
up another call alongside a state highway. I 
will be praying throughout the coming days for 
his family, friends, and our community during 
this difficult time, as well as for Mr. Jacob 
Hayward, a fellow Mayview firefighter seriously 
injured in the same heartbreaking accident. 

Jeff was well known in the close-knit com-
munity of two hundred residents, having been 
a farmer in Mayview all of his life. He and his 
wife, Connie, raised two wonderful children 
who continue to live in Lafayette County in 
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District. Al-
though he was most proud of being a good 
husband, father, and grandfather, for more 
than thirty years, Mr. Sanders dedicated much 
of his time to the Mayview Fire Protection Dis-
trict. He could always be counted on to make 
a fire call and help someone in need. 

In all of his activities, Mr. Sanders dem-
onstrated his dedication and commitment to 
the greater good of others. He was actively in-
volved with the Mayview Lions Club, the 
Mayview area 4H, the Antique Tractor Club, 
and the Odessa FFA Advisory Board. Along 
with his work as a volunteer firefighter with the 
Mayview Fire Protection District, he also spent 
time serving on the Mayview Special Road 
District. 

While it is impossible for mere words to cap-
ture the essence of a person’s life, for these 
reasons and many more, it is my privilege to 
honor and celebrate the life of Mr. Jeffery 
Sanders. Mr. Speaker, please join me and our 
colleagues in expressing our deepest and 
heartfelt sympathies to Connie, all of the 
Sanders family, the members of the Mayview 
Fire Protection District, and the community of 
Mayview for their loss. We join together to 
honor his professionalism and sacrifice and 
express our appreciation for his endless com-
mitment to serving the residents of Mayview 
and the State of Missouri. He was an unparal-
leled role model to his family, peers and the 
entire Lafayette County community and we are 
better because of his life with us. 
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RECOGNIZING MASTER SERGEANT 
SCOTT FORBES 

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in recognition of Master Sergeant 
Scott Forbes from Melrose, Massachusetts. 
On June 27, 2017, Master Sergeant Forbes 
will retire from the Air Force Reserve after 22 
years of service to his country and his com-
munity. 

During his service, Scott was deployed to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. He most recently served 
with the 58th Aerial Port Squadron at 
Westover Air Base as an air transportation 
craftsman. 

Scott, his wife Susan, and their children 
Abygail and Jackson are valued members of 
our Melrose community. Scott and Susan 
grew up in Melrose, where they both attended 
high school. As a young man, Scott decided 
he would continue the tradition of service 
passed on by his late father Bill Forbes, who 
fought for the U.S. Army during the Vietnam 
War. The Forbes family tradition of service ex-
tends beyond their military contributions. 
Today, just as his father before him, Scott 
continues to serve families in our community 
as an alderman in Melrose. 

Scott, Susan, and the entire Forbes family 
exemplify the contributions of generations of 
service members and military families who 
have protected our country and continue to 
make our communities great places to live, 
work and raise a family. 

f 

HONORING GREATER FAIRVIEW 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 23, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the congregation of 

the Fairview M.B. Church which was orga-
nized in 1918, under the leadership of the late 
Rev. Mark Burns; in an old store-front building 
on the corner of Amite and Jefferson Streets. 

Following the lead of the Holy Spirit and 
with bare necessities such as wooden apple 
boxes and planks for seating, Rev. Burns 
moved forward with (2) deacons, Bro. Jeff 
Mason and Bro. John Camel; a church clerk, 
Sis. Ella Patton, and following her death Sis. 
Olive Patton. After 6 years of hard work and 
self-sacrifice by the faithful few, enough mon-
ies were raised to purchase a lot on Mis-
sissippi Street from M.A. Lewis. By 1924, the 
membership had grown to about 25 members 
and the church was officially built. 

Rev. Burns was called to another assign-
ment, and the late Rev. Willie Pickens, was 
called to carry on many unfinished task. He 
was a very good orator and the church grew 
mightily under his leadership. Following Rev. 
Pickens, the late Rev. N. Trouvillion, was 
called to service for a short time, and then 
came a Rev. Jackson. In 1930, the Rev. F. W. 
Coleman was called as pastor. He was a 
young dynamic man just beginning in the min-
istry. During his 14 years of service, much 
was accomplished; different auxiliaries were 
organized, and many more souls were added 
to the church. Directly following Rev. Cole-
man, the Rev. R. L. Varnado former pastor of 
Ridley Hill Baptist Church of Madison County 
was elected and served 8 years of which the 
church continued to grow in souls and fi-
nances. 

In 1953, the Rev. R. H. Walls, former pastor 
of Pilgrim’s Rest Baptist Church of Madison, 
succeeded Rev. Varnado. During his tenure, 
the church roofing was updated, the siding 
painted, a walk-way was installed, and an 
organ and piano were purchased. The Dea-
cons Ministry grew under the beginning ad-
ministration as followed: Brothers Jess Moss, 
John Camel, Sam Patton, Hemphill, Alforna 
Lewis, Charlie Spencer, Harvey Miles, Buster 
Jones, Joseph Walker, Vertis Kersh, Cleve-
land Jorner, and Albert Smith. 

On April 27, 1962 by the Spirit of God lead-
ing, the Fairview church called Rev. S.L. 
Spann, Sr. as pastor. Through the mighty 
hand of God he led the church from the build-
ing on Mississippi Street to 2545 Newport 
Street. Just a little over a year later that build-
ing was upgraded and the original 65 mem-
bers that came from Mississippi Street were 
now 300 strong. 

After settlement on Newport Street, Fairview 
Church began to really grow and the name 
was changed to Greater Fairview Missionary 
Baptist Church. Through the leadership and 
teachings of Pastor Spann, the Word of God 
was being planted deeply in the hearts of men 
and they were being urged not to just con-
gregate but to participate; to use the talents 
God had bestowed upon them in love and with 
purpose. Many new ministries were estab-
lished to accommodate and involve everyone 
in this newly growing fellowship. The needs 
were met through the establishment of Ma-
tron’s and Junior Matron’s League, Juniors 
Usher Board, Laymen’s and Jr. Laymen’s As-
sociation, Missionary Society and the YWA 
Association, all training tools for the young 
people. The Sunday school grew to 10 indi-
vidual teaching classrooms. Rev. Spann un-
derstood the importance of proper training and 
in order to reap a productive harvest someone 
had to plant the ‘‘Right(eous) Seeds’’. 
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